
MIRC Grants for Anthropology Ph.D. Students 
 
The Mays Innovation Research Center (MIRC), an interdisciplinary center at Texas A&M, is 
offering grants for Ph.D. students in Anthropology. The MIRC seeks to understand the true 
nature of innovation: how it works, when it fails, the obstacles to and pre-conditions for 
innovation, and how innovation benefits society. 
 
The Center seeks to sponsor research on innovation, specifically from the perspective of cultural 
anthropology. We would like to document innovation through narrative stories. We are open to 
multiple to sectors (technology, finance, energy, healthcare, etc.), as long as the topic is an 
anthropological explanation of how innovation occurs and why it succeeds or fails. We are 
striving to understand the culture surrounding innovation and would like to recruit our top Ph.D. 
students at Texas A&M to investigate this topic. We envision a project that could hopefully turn 
into a Ph.D. dissertation.  
 
This project will be a joint investment between Ph.D. students and the Mays Innovation Research 
Center. The MIRC will use its growing network of contacts in industry and government to help 
open doors to new conversations. The Ph.D. student will then conduct much of the analysis, 
documenting how innovation occurs within a specific industry. Ideally, the project will have 
multiple research outputs, some of which will be co-authored with a faculty affiliate of the 
MIRC, while others will be solely authored by the Ph.D. student and can form the basis of a 
dissertation. The MIRC is also willing to deploy resources as needed to assist with the research. 
These resources include undergraduate research assistants, data science support, and travel funds 
on top of the monetary payments below. 
 
If you are interested in this area, we encourage you to apply and spark the beginning of a long 
conversation. This is our first shot at the project, so we do not have all the answers in advance. 
However, we are excited about where this might lead.  We envision multiple Ph.D. students 
investigating different industries or sectors. We are comfortable funding more than one grant 
proposal. 
 
To motivate this conversation, we propose a stage-funding approach. These Ph.D. grants will be 
paid on top of whatever Ph.D. fellowship the student has already secured with the department. 
For an acceptable proposal, the grant will pay:  
 

1. $3,000 in upfront seed funding to begin a project. 
2. $1,000 for a successful research paper submitted to a major academic journal. 
3. $1,000 for a successful publication in that same journal. 

 
To qualify for the last two payments, the research must be submitted to academic journals in 
anthropology approved by the Anthropology department.   
 
These incentives are designed to provide some initial money for upfront costs. However, they are 
also to provide incentives for the student to continue to produce high-quality work over the life 
of their program at Texas A&M. This grant is available to all Anthropology Ph.D. students. In 



order to receive payment, you must still be a student at Texas A&M. We cannot pay anyone 
who has already graduated. To qualify for all three payments, you must complete this 
project before graduation. 
  
To apply, please visit mirc.tamu.edu, click “Opportunities,” and then click “Grants.”  
 
We will accept one application per student. The application period will close on June 4, 2018, 
and we will announce grant recipients on June 6, 2018. 


