
Texas A&M University’s Master of Science in Analytics program welcomed its 9th
cohort in August during its student orientation at Houston CityCentre.  Touting an
averaging of 13.63 years of full-time work experience, a 3.51 average GPA and 36.8%
holding advanced degrees.  Thanks to an increased awareness of dual-delivery online
21% of this cohort joins from outside of Texas and 66% of students will join live
online this year.  Normally, about 50% join online.  The awareness and appreciation of
the flexible dual-delivery, face-to-face and live video stream online, has increased.  “I
had the pleasure of visiting a class via stream this summer before I enrolled,” said
Chelsea Horne a class of 2023 distance student. “I liked the dynamics of it. The
professor was explaining, and both sets of students had an equal participation. I didn’t
feel there was a disconnect between in-person and video stream students. That
solidified my commitment in the program and am looking forward to a wonderful five
semesters,” said Horne.  The program did not adapt to this format due to COVID-19.
They’ve been doing it since 2013, so they have extensive experience in this
environment. “Given our current uncertain times, many students pursued admission in
order to future proof their careers.” said Aldape.  The class of 2021 registered 80%
received a raise, and 29% received more than one raise during the program.  68%
reported prospering their careers with a new title earned during the program.  Victor
Frausto, a member of the class of 2023 cohort said: “I remember researching
programs designed for people like me. I’m analytical, I can work in teams, but I
needed an extra push to give me a competitive edge and this program will provide me
with it.” Victor works for a Federal Agency putting together analytics to help make it
efficient, and Victor is at the forefront of that plan. “My boss tells me; we need to look
at the data. Its telling a story and we need to understand it to work smarter” said
Frausto. 

MS Analytics Class of 2023:
The Best and Brightest from

Many Backgrounds



This cohort surpassed many previous milestones regarding diversity with an
impressive 39% female enrollment, 35% Hispanic and 9% Black enrollees. There were
also over 20 industries represented which will enhance the discussion of analytics as
applied in their organizations greatly during classroom discussions. “Analytics
programs globally seek to become more diverse to best meet the industry needs and
contribute to the diversity of ideas as technologies such as Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning continue to develop”, said Myra Gonzalez, Director of the program. 

The MS Analytics program like any other at Texas A&M upholds to the highest
standards through its core values: Respect, Excellence, Leadership, Loyalty, Integrity
and Selfless Service. In this spirit, the MS Analytics program awards a scholarship to
students that embody these core values—particularly Selfless Service. Up to two
students who work in the nonprofit sector are selected to receive a scholarship that
covers half of their cost of attendance. “Competitive applicants are poised to make a
difference locally and throughout the world through their non-profit organizations. 
 We want to help them use data for good and further the world’s prosperity,” said
Myra Gonzalez. This year was no different, and the bar keeps rising higher and higher.
The recipients of the class of 2023 scholarship are Mrs. Kimberly Hernandez and Mr.
William Jinkins.  

Kimberly is so excited to be a part of the Aggie family! 
She attended Texas State University and received a 
bachelor’s in Computer Information Systems in 2017. 
She continued her studies at Texas State  University 
and received a master’s in Health Information 
Management in 2020.She has a passion for helping 
others and works behind the scenes to protect, 
monitor, and analyze patient’s healthcare data. She 
looks forward to expanding her knowledge and 
sharpening her analytics skill set to improve the future 
of healthcare.



young engineers and his first three rotations were very engineering focused. His final
rotation was with the Digital Innovation Acceleration Team. Within DIAT, he’d been
able to help NAWCWD go digital by helping coordinate the Navy's first Data
Challenges, introducing collaboration mindsets and technology, and overhauling
NAWCWD's onboarding experience. He is honored to also serve his local community
as a Planning Commissioner for the City of Ridgecrest. He wants his home to be set up
for success and longevity. He is excited to continue his education journey with the
Texas A&M Masters of Analytics program! Participating in this program will give him
new tools, new mindsets, and new wisdom to continue to serve his community, his
teammates, and our nation.

Texas A&M’s Master of Science in Analytics degree is a part-time master’s degree
designed for working professionals.  The degree focuses on applying statistical
modeling methods to big data and solve business problems, encompassing a
comprehensive balance of business, technical and leadership skills. Its curriculum is
composed of classes such as regression analysis, time series, financial analytics,
machine learning, marketing engineering, and data warehousing designed to be applied
to any industry.  The method of instruction focuses on real-world case studies and
utilizes the most relevant analytics tools in the classroom.  Over the five semesters  

William Jinkins feels honored to continue his Texas
A&M learning journey. He earned my bachelor's degree
from Texas A&M in Aerospace Engineering. After
graduation, he joined a small aircraft overhaul and repair
facility in Texas. This was a great first opportunity to
develop and hone his skills. After a few years, there was
an opportunity to support NASA Johnson Space Center.
NASA ignited his desire to serve his community and set
him on an awesome trajectory. After two years at NASA
it was time for a change; he accepted a position with
Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division.
NAWCWD hired him into a rotational program for



Describing the experience, a Class of 2021 graduate shared, “You really can’t forget
what you learned in the past because the next course uses methods from the previous
one and adds more to it. When I reflect on my time in the program, I went from a “desk
guy” to our Python/SQL and analytics strategist at our Police Department. Every time
after class, I opened my work computer and jotted down ideas and strategies to help us
work efficiently, and that is what this program enabled me to do.” 

students gradually work on a capstone project. Students utilize real data from their
organization (or another) and partner with a project coach to build a predictive model
to solve an important business question.  The Class of 2021 touted an estimated
average annual value of $18.2M, demonstrating a true return on investment for their
companies.  “We’re excited when our students apply what they learned in class to their
job. That is what our program is intended to do!” said Javier Aldape, Program
Manager. 


